
January 2009
Dear Pastor,

As a former youth worker and missions team leader, I recall trying to find worthwhile activities for our church’s youth that would help develop their spiritual life, greatly benefit those in the community, and also keep the interest of a wide variety of youth of different ages.  We found a fantastic activity that filled all those components:  Relay For Life!  The youth raised money for the American Cancer Society (ACS) and absolutely loved staying up all night!  Of course, Relay is not only for the young!  Men’s ministries, women’s ministries, couples’ classes, and more can have a great time fellowshipping, while participating in a much-needed grassroots effort. 

If you are not familiar with Relay, its purpose is to support ACS in research, education, advocacy, and services for cancer victims.  As a pastor, you have probably dealt quite a bit with cancer patients and their families.  Cancer changes lives in an instant and this year alone approximately 91,000 Texans will hear it for themselves.  Over 34,000 of them are expected to lose their fight.
The American Cancer Society’s goal is to change these statistics by lowering the mortality rate, reducing overall cancer incidence, and improve the lives of those living with cancer.  Thanks to the dedication of our communities supporting Relay For Life, we are making progress!  In 2006, for the first time ever, the number of cancer-related deaths decreased.

Relay For Life of Georgetown has already set a foundation for community awareness through increased participation.  In 2007, over 40 teams and sponsors raised over $124,000.  At this year’s Relay, which will be held on April 17-18 at Forbes Middle School in Georgetown, we hope to build on that foundation with a minimum of 100 teams raising at least $170,000.  Our goal is to ensure that, in addition to raising funds for the American Cancer Society, all Georgetown residents know where to turn and what is available to them through ACS.
Please consider forming Relay teams from your church.  Let’s show the Georgetown community that its churches are committed to helping find a cure for this terrible disease that affects so many.
Thank you,
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